‘ DESIGN PROCESS IS UNDERWAY

to improve mobility
in Hood County

S. 377, the main transportation corridor TXDOT
through Hood County, will be reconstruct- FODRITS}AF’{%TT i COMMUNITY

ed and widened through Granbury from OWNER
SH 114 to FM 167 South.

The Texas Department of Transportation
(TxDOT) has develope.d schematics which show Y oF PROPERTY/
two possible alternatives for the purchase of GRANBURY BOUV\SI}\II\IIEERSSS
right-of-way (ROW). Detailed roadway design
is expected to begin this fall with construc-
tion estimated to start in late 2008, subject
to the availability of funding.

IMPROVEMENTS WILL BE MADE ON U.S. 377 FROM
LAKE GRANBURY BRIDGE TO FM 167 SOUTH.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 p
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GRANBURY 377 UPDATE FALL, 2005

Two new lanes and raised
medians to make roadway safer

he U.S. 377 project will include two additional traffic

lanes, curb and gutter, and a raised median, all of which
will improve mobility and safety for travelers.

Currently, the roadway carries a lot of traffic on the two
existing lanes in each direction with a center, two-way, left-
hand turn lane. In some limited areas, a raised median has
been constructed in place of the continuous turn lane.

The widened roadway will have three lanes in each direc-

tion separated by a raised median. Medians significantly con-
tribute towards TxDOT's goals of safety, mobility and quality

access by limiting contact points and reducing the potential

for vehicle accidents.

The new roadway will have curbs and gutters with a por-
tion of the drainage being carried in a newly constructed
underground system. It will require a minimum right-of-way
width of 140 ft. M
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Ahc_ﬂ ment altematives anal

-of-way needs considered.

¢ 39v4]

.S.377's 1mprovements will One alternative that is deemed ') l E ey | .."-l
require additional right-of- viable is called the Center Alignment. ALIG

way (ROW) in order to provide for This alternative would require ap- I’: 1l
improved safety, mobility and access | proximately 10 ft. of additional ROW bk l’ PRSI TE
to businesses and residences. Addi- | from both the north and south side B
tional ROW will generally be required | of the roadway. 3 E I E ' ¢ _,l g
between Business 377 and FM 167 The second alternative being stud- o { E .
South. ied is called the North Alignment. g A 0

Over the past months, TxDOT has | There are several benefits to the i H ! ! :i; -
been studying three alignment alter- | North Alignment. Fewer properties 2 | g
natives, evaluating costs and ben- would be affected by ROW acquisi- R T : T
efits to each. One alternative, known | tion as it would require approxi- 1"5" " i § -
as the South Alignment, would take | mately 20 ft. of additional property o H Ry
all new ROW that is required from the | from the north side of the roadway { AL‘i EI?NT “ 8 |
south side of the highway. This alter- | and nothing from the south. Fewer . e
native has been dropped from further | underground utilities will require re- i e __E
study because land acquisition costs | location. Additionally, this alignment b - ~=i- -l
would be approximately $7 million would make it easier to maintain traf- I h F '
more than the other two alternatives. | fic flow during construction. [l 1 I_ fl- 2
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US. 377 imEIrovements to improve
mobility in Hood County
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GRANBURY 377 UPDATE FALL, 2005

Other
improvement,
needs recognized

by TxDOT

n addition to widening U.S. 377
from four to six lanes, the sche-
matic depicts several major improve-
ments, although not all of them are
slated for detailed design during this

funding cycle for TxDOT projects.
Currently FM 51 does not connect
directly to U.S. 377. Recognizing the
benefits of connecting FM 51 to U.S.
377, TxDOT has prepared a sche-
matic drawing depicting two alterna-
tives for connecting the roadways.

For more
information,

go to:

www.377granbury.com
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As traffic demands
continue to increase
in the area, TxDOT will
monitor the feasibil-
ity of building such a
connection.

Like the FM 51 con-
nection, the SH 144
interchange is cur-
rently only included in the schematic
phase of the project, which means
it will not be a part of the roadway
design or construction phase of the
project.

In anticipation of future traffic
volumes, the SH 144 bridge will be
widened sometime in the future. In
addition, the access ramps leading
to and from U.S. 377 will be rede-
signed. The new ramps will include

144

additional lanes and
will align where they
intersect SH 144.
Another improve-
ment for which the
need is recognized
is the widening of
the bridges over
Lake Granbury. Each
bridge will eventually be widened to
three lanes of through traffic with an
additional lane for vehicles entering
and exiting U.S. 377 and SH 144.
Important to Granbury’s retail
and commercial base is the develop-
ment of a U.S. 377 Business inter-
change. Four alternatives are being
considered, and a traffic study is in
progress to help TxDOT determine the
most beneficial direction to take. M

Or contact:

Jerry Hunter
Stephenville Area Office
Texas Department of Transportation
1881 E. Washington (BU 377)
Stephenville, TX 76401
phone 254-965-3511
fax 254-965-4441
email: jhuntel@dot.state.tx.us
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